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Rehearsal/Performance Schedule

To sign up for Marching Band, you must fill out the (1) registration form, (2) Activity Fee and 
Other Expenses, (3) health form, and (4) MN State High School League form in this packet.  You 
must return all forms by Thursday, March 25, 2010.  BCMS students should turn in forms to Ms. 
Putnam in the BCMS Activities Office.  BHS students should turn in the registration form and 
checks to the indicated locations.



Welcome to “The HERD”. The Buffalo High School Marching Band adopted this name 
23 years ago. It is our trademark, and we take a lot of pride in that name!  Marching with 
“The HERD” is an experience that you will treasure for a lifetime. This summer you will 
perform for tens of thousands of people.  What a kick! This handbook is designed to give 
you all the information you need to have a fun and successful season. Please read it 
carefully and take it to heart. 

The directors of “The HERD” make several promises to you:

*ATTITUDE!  We will have a “can-do” attitude and we ask the same of you.

*COMMITMENT!  We will be committed to you. We will share our knowledge, 
experience, and spirit with you. In return, we ask your commitment to “The HERD”.  Be 
here for every rehearsal and parade, and be on time.
 

*DISCIPLINE!  Discipline will be the vehicle that allows us to improve every 
rehearsal and every parade. Self-discipline will be the key to our success! 

*FUN!  You will have fun through excellence in performance and creation of life-
long friendships. 

*PRIDE!  You will develop a pride in this group. You will become part of the 
tradition of excellence that is “The HERD.”

*WORK!  You will work hard.

We have chosen to perform an arrangement of the concert band piece, Kinesis, by 
Michael Sweeney.  Our music was arranged for us by Michael Halstenson and Dave 
Harri. Andy Richter will be returning as our Assistant Director, Dave Harri will be 
returning as our Drumline Instructor, and Kristine Thompson will be returning as our 
Colorguard Instructor.  Last year was possibly the most successful “HERD” season to 
date.  We want to build on that success and make this season, one for the ages.

And so…….read carefully, fill out and return the forms promptly, pay those fees, and 
away we march!  Bring your friends….ALL ARE WELCOME IN THIS BAND!

Scott Rabehl Andy Richter Dave Harri Kristine Thompson
Director Director Drumline Colorguard



Rehearsal & Performance Attendance Policy

Attendance is the most crucial element of a marching band’s success.  Remember that 
there is no bench in this activity…Everyone’s a starter!  Being a member of “The HERD” 
presents you with the opportunity to earn a Marching Band Letter, for completing 2 or 
more seasons with 2 or fewer excused absences.  Although our goal for you (and your 
goal for the band) is to be present at every rehearsal and performance, it is understood 
that there may be unavoidable conflicts for some students.  

The following are examples of excused absences…
• Severe illness:  accompanied by a note from a parent
• Family emergency:  accompanied by a note from a parent
• Family trip planned well in advance of marching band season

The following are examples of unexcused absences…
• Going to a graduation party
• Work
• Commitments made subsequent to committing to “The HERD”

All preplanned absences must be detailed on your registration form.  All non-emergency 
absences must be cleared in advance.  In the case of illness, parents should call 
763-682-8116.  Unexcused absences may result in dismissal from “The HERD.” 

Attitude/Performance

The success of a marching band is related more to attitude and effort than it is to skill or 
ability.  If the students follow the instructions of the staff and student leaders, the band 
will be successful and students will have a rewarding experience.  Some expectations that 
are non-negotiable are…

• Be on time.
• Have your stuff.
• Know your music.
• Know your drill or guard work.
• Be willing to work hard.
• Follow the instructions of your student leaders.
• The most important expectation is that members demonstrate a positive attitude. 

Students who complain or talk negatively about other members of the group are 
poisonous to the health of the organization.  They are not welcome in “The HERD.”

We anticipate that every member of the group, including the staff, will need to 
make sacrifices for the good of the group.



Rehearsals

This packet includes a schedule for the season.  Every attempt will be made to make no 
changes to this schedule.  All rehearsals and performances are rain or shine.  Please be 
aware that many bands rehearse more often than us.  Every rehearsal is critical and your 
fellow members need you there.

Dress Code

Rehearsal
Athletic shoes or your marching shoes.  Sandals are not acceptable.  
Hat with a brim.  

Performance
Winds, Drumline, and Honor Guard

• White gloves (other specific gloves for drumline)
• Black “Dinkle” shoes – POLISHED (to be worn during warm-up)
• Black socks (to be worn during warm-up)
• Plain white short-sleeved T-shirt (to be worn during warm-up)
• Loose fitting shorts under uniform pants (appropriate for changing into uniform in 

public)
• Hair above the collar (pinned up if necessary)
• No jewelry
• No makeup
• No fingernail polish (flutes & clarinets)
• “The HERD” T-shirt is worn after the parade
• Boys are to be clean shaven

Colorguard
• To be determined
• “The HERD” T-shirt is worn after the parade, not your Colorguard T-shirt

Please remember that we are performing at all times!  From the moment we step off the 
bus to the moment we step back on, we represent Buffalo High School.  When stepping 
off the bus all members of “The HERD” will be dressed the same:  Marching Shoes, 
Marching Socks, Plain White T-shirts, Loose-Fitting Shorts.  We will ALWAYS warmup 
wearing this outfit.  Colorguard may be wearing a different but uniform outfit.

NO FOOD OR DRINK OTHER THAN WATER MAY BE CONSUMED WHILE 
WEARING THE UNIFORM.  Students are never to “partially” wear the uniform.  It is 
unacceptable to walk around “unzipped” or with a hat on backwards.  Do not sit on the 
ground while wearing your uniform.

“The HERD” members are to wear shoes at all times at rehearsals and before and after 
parades.



Health Management

Marching Band is a physical activity.  To be successful and enjoy yourself, you must be 
in proper condition.  Begin getting in shape now by doing some extended walking or 
jogging.  When the season begins, adhere to the following . . .

• Always be well rested before rehearsals and performances.
• Always eat well (and healthily) before rehearsals and performances.  Marching Band 

season is not a good time to be trying to loose weight!
• Always drink lots of water on days of rehearsals and performances. NO 

CARBONATED BEVERAGES AND NO CAFFEINE.  Start drinking right away 
in the morning.  You will sweat out a lot of fluids in this activity, and you need to 
start with a full tank.

• Always take a bottle of water with you on the bus to parades.  Drink it on the way.
• Always wear a hat with a brim for outdoor rehearsals.
• Always apply sunscreen before every rehearsal.  This means several applications each 

day of Sweat Camp.

Miscellaneous Details

WEBSITE:  Almost all relevant information will be posted on our website, 
www.theherdonline.org.  Become a frequent visitor to this site.  

“HERD” LOG WEAR:  We have a wide variety of apparel and accessories available for 
both students and parents.  Check out the link on the website.

PICTURES:  Pictures of the full band will be taken on the Friday afternoon of Sweat 
Camp.  You may also choose to get an individual or small group picture taken at that 
time.  These will all be available for purchase.

PARADES:  Parents should try to attend as many parades as possible.  Supporting your 
child and the band is important.  

HYDRATE:  Students need to drink a large amount of WATER prior to rehearsals and 
performances.  NO CARBONATED BEVERAGES AND NO CAFFEINE.

BUS BEHAVIOR: Students will display appropriate attitude and respectful behavior on 
the buses.  Buses will always be cleaner when we get back to school than when we got on 
earlier that day.

CHANGING CLOTHES: Students are to wear appropriate clothing so changing can be 
done in public.  Guard members will do any necessary clothes changes where assigned by 
staff.  Male band members are not to be without shirts at any time except for when 
changing into their “The HERD” T-shirts.  A plain white T-shirt is part of our uniform 
requirement.  “The HERD” T-Shirts are to be worn after parade performances.

http://www.theherdonline.org/


AWARD CEREMONIES: “The HERD” members are respectful and positive at award 
ceremonies.  We are a “Class Act.”  Sometimes we receive “good news,” sometimes it is 
not as good.  Regardless, we always respond positively to other bands’ successes.  One of 
our goals is to be competitive within our class.  But, remember, we cannot control the 
bands that are in our class or how hard those other bands work.  All we can control is 
how well we prepare.  Our number one goal is to keep getting better.  WE KNOW 
WHETHER WE ARE GETTING BETTER AND DO NOT NEED THE PARADE 
RESULTS TO INFORM US.  Possible trophies are just a bonus.

SWEAT CAMP PARENT PERFORMANCE: On Friday of Sweat Camp, the band will 
give a special performance of their show for family members at 5:00 PM at the High 
School.  This will be followed by a Potluck Dinner in the Cafeteria.  Please plan to 
attend.  It is a fun celebration of the amazing accomplishments of the week.  

PARENT VOLUNTEERS: A program such as “The HERD” cannot run without 
significant effort by parent volunteers.  Your help is needed during Sweat Camp and at 
other rehearsals, sewing flags, hemming pants, chaperoning parades, etc.  Please indicate 
if you would like to volunteer on the attached Parent Volunteer form.   

END OF SEASON PICNIC: On Saturday, August 7, the band will perform at the 
Hanover Parade.  Please plan on attending the Potluck Picnic and Awards Ceremony at 
Lake Pulaski in Buffalo immediately following the parade.  It is a fun day and all families 
should plan to attend.

FORMS:  The following six forms are included in this packet and need to be turned in by 
Thursday, March 25. BCMS students should turn in all forms and checks to Ms. Putnam 
in the BCMS Activities Office.  BHS students should turn in forms and checks to the 
locations listed below.

• “The HERD” Registration Form - Purple Box
• Other Expenses Form (and check) – Purple Box
• Captain’s Application (Veterans only, please) - Purple Box
• Parent Volunteer Form - Purple Box
• Health Form - Activities Office
• MSHSL Eligibility form and Activity Fee - Activities Office

Note:  We are asking that you submit two separate checks…one for 
the Activity Fee and one for everything else.  Thank you for your 
cooperation in this.



“The HERD” 2010

This schedule is as final as we can make it at this time.  We have not 
received applications for some of these parades yet.  Also, we have not yet 
received confirmation from most of those we’ve applied for already.

Saturday, April 17, 9 AM - 12 Noon Captains and Drum Majors
Saturday, May 8, 9 AM - 12 Noon Captains and Drum Majors
Friday, May 14, 4-6 PM All Rookies, Captains & Drum 

Majors
Friday, May 14, 7-9 PM Full Band Rehearsal
Saturday, May 15, 8:30 AM-5 PM Rehearsal
Tuesday, May 18, 6-9 PM Rehearsal
Monday, May 24, 6-9 PM Rehearsal
Tuesday, June 1, 6-9 PM Rehearsal
Monday June 7, 6-9 PM Rehearsal
Monday, June 14, 8:30 AM-5PM Rehearsal
Tuesday, June 15, 8:30 AM-5PM Rehearsal
Wednesday, June 16, 8:30 AM-5PM Rehearsal
Thursday, June 17, 8:30 AM-5PM Rehearsal
Friday, June 18, 8:30 AM-5PM Rehearsal & Pictures
Friday, June 18, 5 PM Parent Performance & Potluck Dinner
Saturday, June 19, 3-10 PM Rehearsal and Buffalo Parade
Monday, June 21, Aft. & Eve. Rehearsal and Roseville Parade
Wednesday, June 23, 2:30 PM-11 PM Rehearsal and Foley Parade
Friday, June 25, 2 PM-11 PM Rehearsal and Sauk Rapids Parade
Saturday, June 26, 9:30 AM -11 PM Rogers and St. Cloud Parades
Sunday, June 27, 9 AM-8:30 PM Alexandria 
June 28-July 5 Break
Tuesday, July 6, 6-9 PM Rehearsal 
Thursday, July 8, 2 PM-11 PM Rehearsal and Isanti Parade
Friday, July 9, 2:30 PM-12 PM Rehearsal and River Falls Parade
July 10-August 6 Break
Saturday, August 7, 8 AM-12:30 PM Hanover Parade followed 

immediately by end of season potluck 
at Lake Pulaski.  



Color Guard and Drumline members can expect to start rehearsing earlier 
than the winds and Honor Guard.  They often practice on Saturdays starting 
in mid-April.  



Buffalo Senior High School “The HERD”
Registration Form (Due March 25)

(BHS students return to the purple box; BCMS students return to Ms. Putnam)

Student Name___________________________________ Grade This Year (09-10)_____

Home Phone # _____________________________________

Student Cell # _____________________________________

Student e-mail _____________________________________

Address____________________________________ City_______________ ZIP ______

Parent/Guardian Name _____________________________________

Daytime Phone # _____________________________________

Cell-phone # _____________________________________

e-mail address _____________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name _____________________________________

Daytime Phone # _____________________________________

Cell-phone # _____________________________________

e-mail address _____________________________________

What instrument/section are you? ______________________

I have read the information in this packet with my parents.  I understand the attendance 
policy and am committed to attending rehearsals and performances.  I understand that 
“The HERD” follows the eligibility rules/regulations established by the Minnesota State 
High School League.  

Student Signature____________________________________ Date ________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature _____________________________ Date ________________

Application for excused absence.  Please list the date and the reason for the requested 
absence.  All absences must be pre-arranged.



2010 Financial Responsibilities and Fees

“Activity Fee” and “Other Expenses” need to be on two separate checks.
Checks payable to:  Buffalo High School

Every attempt is made to keep “The HERD” as affordable as possible.  This page 
summarizes all anticipated financial responsibilities for “The HERD” members.  In the 
event of a financial hardship, please contact Mr. Rabehl at the High School Band Office 
(763-682-8116).  Payment plans and other accommodations can be arranged. 
Confidentiality will be maintained.

Review this page with your child.  Determine what fees you need to pay with your 
student. Specific shoes and gloves are a requirement.  We all wear exactly the same thing.

ACTIVITY FEE ………………………………………………………………...$105

Your activity fee check needs to be submitted to the BHS Activities Office by 
Thursday, March 25.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

OTHER EXPENSES
(Turn in this with your check)

Student Name _________________________________

“The HERD” T-Shirt    $13 each………# Ordering____……………______

Circle Size:     S     M     L     XL     XXL

This is a STUDENT ONLY T-Shirt.  Every student needs at least 1.  
Some order 2. Parents should not be ordering these for themselves.

“Dinkle” Marching Shoes (winds, drumline and honorguard)………..$28

Colorguard shoes (Colorguard only)…………………………………..$35

Colorguard Bodytight……………………………….…………………$18

 Total Other Expenses……........$______

Your “Other Expenses” check needs to be submitted to the Purple Box by March 25.

 
NOTE:  We are asking that you submit two checks . . . one for the Activity Fee and 
one for everything else.  Thank for your cooperation in this.
Checks payable to:  Buffalo High School



“The HERD” 2010 Captain’s Application

Are you a veteran of “The HERD” and interested in serving as a Captain of your section 
in “The HERD” this summer?  We will be in need of many quality student leaders to 
ensure that the group is as successful as it can be.  Are you one of these people?  

Name: ____________________________________ Section: ______________________

Number of seasons in “The HERD”: ________

Why do you want to be a Captain?

Describe previous leadership opportunities you’ve had both in and out of music.

Thank you for your interest.  You need to be aware that there are likely to be more applicants than 
there are positions.  With so many qualified candidates, not everybody will get a spot.  It is 
important that everybody that applies be aware of their responsibility to be leaders whether or not 
they are Captains.  You must ask yourself; “How can I make the band better?  How can I support 
my Captain(s), the Drum Majors, and the Directors?”  Good answers to these questions will help 
all of us meet our goals this summer.

Please submit this form with your general Registration Form.



PARENT VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
When students join the marching band, their parents or guardians become automatic 
members of the Band Aides (Parent Volunteer Organization).  The purpose of “The 
HERD Band Aides” is to promote the band activities, support operations, help with 
safety, and be morale boosters.  Please consider becoming involved in a big or small way. 
Listed below are some ways to help.  Check any area that may be of interest.

Student Name ____________________________________

Parent Name(s)___________________________________________________________

____ Sweat Camp: Serving refreshments, collecting snacks in the morning, mixing up 
Gatorade.  Available days:  Mon_____ Tues_____ Wed_____ Thur_____   Fri_____

____ Mini-Camp: Assist with uniform fitting day (many stations from ironing capes, 
adjusting hats, measuring students, assessing fit, and more--with direction).

____ Parade Band Aide:  Assists students with uniform, hair, instrument when 
necessary, walking behind the band during the parade while carrying coolers with 
emergency water/ice, juice, or needed medicine.  Band Aides travel to parades with the 
students on the buses.

____ Parade Trailer Aide:  Loads and unloads uniform & instrument carts as needed 
and provides water/Gatorade breaks to students when needed.  Trailer Aides travel to 
parades in the school van pulling “The HERD” trailer.

____ Van Drivers:  Responsible for pick up and return of band trailer.  Drives van with 
trailer behind the school buses.  Oversees the other Trailer Aides.  The loaded trailer 
weighs close to 11,000 lbs. when full.  Looking for people comfortable driving and with 
experience hauling trailers. 

____ Maintenance Helpers for carts and trailer:  Cleaning, painting, and servicing are 
done at the beginning of each season.

____ Sewing:  Uniform fitting day (take home projects available), hemming, repair, flag 
cutting and assembling.

____ Future Board Member: (President, Vice President, Secretary, & Treasurer).

Parade Preferences: Be aware that all parade volunteers need to wear a HERD shirt and 
khaki or neutral shorts or slacks.  Expect confirmation for any volunteer opportunities.

  B – Band Aide T – Trailer Aide D – Driver (Place the corresponding letter by parade interests)
___Buffalo 6/19 ___Roseville 6/21 ___Foley 6/23
___Sauk Rapids 6/25 ___Rogers/St. Cloud 6/26 ___Alexandria 6/27 
___ Isanti 7/8 ___River Falls 7/9 ___Hanover 8/7

Contact Lori Smith with questions:  Ph 763-498-8467 or MNSmith@usfamily.net

mailto:MNSmith@usfamily.net


Marching Band HEALTH FORM
(BHS Students turn in to Activities Office, BCMS students turn in to Ms. Putnam)

Student Name ________________________________            Birthdate_________      Grade Entering____
   (Last)                                       (First)

Address ___________________________________ City/State/Zip_______________________________

Father’s Name_______________________________ Father’s Work Phone ________________________

Mother’s Name______________________________ Mother’s Work Phone ________________________

Home Phone________________________________ Cell/Alternate Phone__________________________

Non-Parent Emergency Contact (if parents/guardian cannot be reached):

First Contact ________________________________ Second Contact ______________________________

Relationship ________________________________ Relationship ________________________________

City _______________________________________ City _______________________________________

Phone _____________________________________ Phone _____________________________________

Medical History:  Answer YES or NO
Diabetes?______       Epilepsy?_______       Asthma?_______       Allergies?_______       List others: 

Physician’s Name ____________________________________ Phone _______________________

Clinic ________________________________________

Our son/daughter is covered for accidental hospital and medical expenses on our family policy:

Company ______________________________________

Group #___________________________________ Policy # ____________________________________

We, the parents/guardian will assume full responsibility for any medical or emergency travel expenses 
needed by our student.

Note any medicines, health issues, or special information.  Use back of form if necessary.

Permission is hereby also granted to the attending physician to proceed with any medical or surgical treatment, x-ray 
examinations, and immunization for the above-named student.  In the event of serious illness, the need for major surgery, or 
significant accidental injury, I understand that an attempt will be made by the attending physician to contact me in the most 

expeditious way possible.  If said physician is not able to communicate with me, the treatment necessary for the best interest of 
the above-named student may be given.  In the event that an emergency arises during a practice session, an effort will be made 

to contact the parents or guardians as soon as possible.  Permission is also granted to the director in charge to provide the 
needed emergency treatment prior to admission to the medical facility. 

                                                                                    ____________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature                               Date



2009-2010 MSHSL
FINE ARTS ELIGIBILITY STATEMENT

Statement to be signed by the participant from a MSHSL member school 
and by the participant’s parent or guardian

I have read, understand, and acknowledge receiving the 2009-2010 Fine Arts Eligibility 
Brochure, which contains a summary of the eligibility rules of the Minnesota State High School 
League. I understand that a copy of the Official Handbook of the MSHSL is on the League Web 
site (www.mshsl.org) for my review.

I further understand that a member school of the MSHSL must adhere to all of the rules and 
regulations that pertain to the League Music and Speech activities a school may sponsor, but that 
local rules may be more stringent than MSHSL rules.

I agree to fully cooperate in any investigation honestly and truthfully.

The student/parent authorizes the release of documents and other pertinent information by the 
school in order to determine student eligibility.

In addition, the student/parent understands and agrees that public 
information shall include names and pictures of students 

participating in or attending extra-curricular activities, school 
events, and High School League activities or events.

Student’s Name Printed Birth Date Grade in School Date

Student’s Signature

Parent’s or Guardian’s Signature Date



Addendum to Minnesota State High School League Code of Student 
Responsibilities for Buffalo High School Activity Participants

Athletics & Fine Arts

We are very concerned about the health and safety of our students.  We want to encourage 
responsible behavior and therefore have created this contract to convey specifically how we will 
administer the Code.

Examples of inappropriate behavior that will likely result in a penalty.  (This is in no way inclusive):
1. When serving mood-altering chemical penalties, students may not be allowed to enroll in a new 

activity as a participant or manager to serve a violation.
2. Students who host or participate at a party where alcohol or other drugs are being used, will be 

assessed a mood-altering chemical violation.
3. Penalties for violations will be assessed in all Activities the participant is registered at the time 

of the infraction.  If a student is not in an activity at the time of the infraction, the penalty will 
be served when participation begins in his/her next activity.

4. When the Administration receives substantial evidence to warrant a possible code violation, the 
coaches of the individuals may become involved in the inquiry.

In administration of the Student Code of Responsibilities the following penalties can be used:
a) Warning
b) Suspension from school or activity or both
c) Receive counseling
d) Reported to higher authority outside of school
e) Required to do a certain amount of community service

Penalties for violation of racial/religious/sexual harassment, hazing and mood-altering chemical 
policies. Category II Activities:  All others except Athletics and Speech:  Penalties will be as follows:

a) First Violation      :  After confirmation of the first violation, the student shall lose eligibility for 
the next two weeks.

b) Second Violation      :  After confirmation, the student shall lose eligibility for the next three 
weeks.

c) Third and Subsequent Violations      :  After confirmation the student shall lose eligibility for the 
next four weeks.

d) Accumulative Penalties      :  Penalties shall be accumulated beginning with the student's first 
participation in a League activity and continuing through the student's high school career.

e) Denial Qualification      :  A student shall be disqualified from all activity for nine additional 
weeks beyond the Student's original period of ineligibility when the student denies violation 
of the rule is allowed to participate and then is subsequently found guilty of the violation.

After a second violation, a student & parent/guardian must have a readmit meeting with a designated school official. 
Before this meeting can be held, the student must complete the BHS designated chemical education program.  A 
student will not regain eligibility until these steps are satisfactorily completed.

We will consult with parents as individual situations develop.  Our concern is the welfare of each 
student.

As an Activity Participant, I will be responsible for my actions and tell the truth during an 
investigation.

                                                                                                                   
Student Signature Print Student Name & Activity
As the Parent or Guardian, I have read and understand this addendum.

                                                                                                                   
Parent Signature Print Name
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