
Join “The HERD”
What Is It?
“The HERD” is the Summer Marching Band at Buffalo Senior High School.  We travel throughout Minnesota 
and Western Wisconsin competing in parades against bands from other schools.  We are judged on how well we 
play, how well we march and manage our equipment (flags, rifles, instruments), and how well our show 
matches the music.  In addition, this summer’s band will be traveling to Colorado. (Although we want to take 
the whole band, the trip is not mandatory for membership in “The HERD.”)

Who’s In It?
Students currently in grades 8-12 are eligible to participate this coming season.  Students can be members of 4 
different groups within “The HERD.”

• Honor Guard:  These individuals carry the BHS Banner as well as the American, Minnesota, and 
“HERD” flags.  These members are the first impression our band gives to audiences and judges as we 
march down the street.  Many of these students are not in band as a class.

• Color Guard:  This is a group of students dedicated to adding visual decoration to the show. They spin 
flags and/or rifles and dance.  Many of these students are not in band as a class.

• Horn Line:  These are the wind musicians (both brass and woodwind) that provide the music that’s at 
the heart of the band.  They march intricate maneuvers as they play.

• Drumline:  Percussionists play in the Drumline, providing rhythmic energy as well as interesting color 
to our performance.

When Is It?
Because the skills they need are so unique and new, Color Guard and Drumline members need to start 
rehearsing in April.  The remainder of the band joins them in mid-May with several rehearsals occurring before 
school is out.  Our goal is to have all the music and fundamental marching and visual skills learned before 
summer vacation.  Then, we work for a full week in the first week of summer to learn our show…SWEAT 
CAMP!  You will work hard and be proud of it.  Our first parade is the Buffalo Days Parade.  This will be 
followed by 6 additional parades in June.  We always come back in August to perform at either the Hanover 
Parade or the Montrose Parade.  This year we will go to the Montrose Parade.  

Why Should You Be In It?
It’s fun.  You will feel an amazing sense of accomplishment when you perform in front of thousands of people. 
You will be representing your town and school as a member of the largest team around.  We usually have 
between 120-135 members.  Every member is a starter.  We have no bench.  Earn a Varsity Letter after only 
your second season with 2 or fewer absences.  You’ll make new friends right away.  When school starts in the 
fall, you will already feel that you are a part of it.  Some of your best friends for the rest of your lives will be 
members of “The HERD.”

Registration for “The HERD”
In February, a detailed packet regarding “The HERD” will be distributed.  This will include a firm schedule, 
rules and expectations, costs and fees, registration forms, health forms, etc.   Anticipate the following costs for 
regular membership in “The HERD”:  $115 Activity Fee, approx. $16 Group Shirts, and approx. $29 Marching 
Shoes. 



“The HERD” 2013 Tentative Schedule
(The parade dates are pending the acceptance of our application…although these dates are 

likely to be accurate, we could find out as late as April that there will be a change)

Please take a look at this schedule now so that you can clear your calendar.  Membership in the 
group is quite a responsibility, and we need students to commit to the entire season.  If you 
already know of scheduling conflicts, give me a call or shoot me an e-mail so we can discuss it.

Scott T. Rabehl
763-682-8116 srabehl@bhmschools.org

Color Guard and Drumline members can expect to start rehearsing earlier that the winds and 
Honor Guard.  They often practice starting in early to mid-April.  Information will be provided 
in late winter with a firm schedule for all parts of the band. 

Saturday, April 27, 9 AM - 12 Noon Captains and Drum Majors
Friday, May 17, 4-6 PM All Rookies, Captains & Drum Majors
Friday, May 17, 7-9 PM Full Band Rehearsal
Saturday, May 18, 8:30 AM-5 PM Rehearsal
Tuesday, May 21, 6-9 PM Rehearsal
Tuesday, May 28, 6-9 PM Rehearsal
Tuesday, June 4, 6-9 PM Rehearsal
Monday, June 10, 8:30 AM-5PM Rehearsal
Tuesday, June 11, 8:30 AM-5PM Rehearsal
Wednesday, June 12, 8:30 AM-5PM Rehearsal
Thursday, June 13, 8:30 AM-5PM Rehearsal
Friday, June 14, 8:30 AM-5PM Rehearsal & Pictures
Friday, June 14, 5 PM Parent Performance & Potluck Dinner
Friday, June 14, 7 PM Trip Meeting for Parents and Students
Saturday, June 15, 2:00-10 PM Rehearsal and Buffalo Parade
Monday, June 17, 6-9 PM Rehearsal
Wednesday, June 19, 2:00-11:00 PM Rehearsal and Foley Parade
Thursday, June 20, 2:00-11:00 PM Rehearsal and Milaca Parade
Friday, June 21, 2:00-11:00 PM Rehearsal and Sauk Rapids Parade
Monday, June 24, 2:00-10:30 PM Rehearsal and Roseville Parade
Thursday, June 27, 2:00-10:30 Rehearsal and Brooklyn Center Parade
Saturday, June 29, 7:00 AM-3:00 PM St. Cloud Parade
Sunday, June 30, 6-9 PM Rehearsal…Trip participants only
Monday, July 1 or 2-Sunday, July 7 or 8  Colorado Trip

Thursday, July 4 Greeley, Colorado Parade
           Sunday, July 7 Performance at Mt. Rushmore
Saturday, August 17, 9:00-4:30 Montrose Parade followed immediately by end of 

season potluck at Sturgis Park  

mailto:srabehl@buffalo.k12.mn.us




Colorado Trip

Over the years “The HERD” has traveled to places such as Montreal, Quebec; Washington 
D.C.; Denver, CO; Boston, MA; and St. Louis, MO.  Next summer, we will be traveling for the 
second time to Colorado.  We will be leaving on July 1 or 2 and returning on July 7 or 8. These 
dates will be firmed up in the next week or so as we confirm our possible performance at Mt. 
Rushmore.  The trip, as it is currently structured, will include the following (trip inclusions will 
fluctuate as we solidify the trip schedule):

• Round-trip transportation in motor-coaches equipped with DVD/VHS, restrooms, 
reclining seats & climate control.

• Four nights lodging.
• 4 breakfasts in the hotel 
• A group meal at Casa Bonita Restaurant in Denver
• A dinner show at the Iron Springs Chateau in Manitou Springs, CO
• Rocky Mountain National Park and Visitors Center (on a mountain top)
• Shopping and browsing in Estes Park, CO
• Greeley, CO Rodeo 
• Greeley Rodeo evening stage show and 4th of July Fireworks
• Red Rocks Amphitheater
• Denver Museum of Nature and Science
• United States Air Force Academy
• United States Olympic Training Center
• Garden of the Gods
• Shopping and browsing in Manitou Springs, CO
• Royal Gorge
• White Water Rafting
• Performance at Mt. Rushmore
• Performance at Greeley Independence Day Parade
• Private security services in the hotel each evening.

Estimated maximum cost of the tour at this time is $775 per student.  It is likely to change once 
we know the number of students participating.  Full buses mean lower costs for each student. 
Empty seats mean higher costs for each student.

Note:  There will be a parent meeting at BHS in the PAC at 8:00 on Monday, December 10 
following BHS conferences to discuss the details of the trip and answer questions. 

Please be aware that the trip is an optional element of the season.  Some students may choose 
to participate in the band but not go on the trip.  This is perfectly acceptable.  Note:  You must 
be a member of “The HERD” to go on the trip. In February, a detailed packet regarding “The 
HERD” will be distributed.  This will include a firm schedule, rules and expectations, costs and 
fees, registration forms, health forms, etc.   Anticipate the following costs for regular 



membership in “The HERD”:  $115 Activity Fee, approx. $16 Shirt, approx. $29 Marching 
Shoes. 

If you are committed to participating in the Colorado trip in the summer of 2013, please return 
the attached form, signed by both parent/guardian and student.  The schedule of payments will 
be:

November 20 $125 total in account.  This money is a deposit to our travel agent 
and is non-refundable after January 11th

January 11 $250 total in account
February 8 $375 total in account
March 8 $500 total in account
April 12 $625 total in account
May 10 $775 total in account (the final figure will change)

Fund raising events will be taking place.  They include:
Coffee sale (twice)
Frozen food sales
Dan and Jerry’s Greenhouse planting
Cub Foods bagging



Colorado Trip Pre-Registration

Return this form and your $125 check written to BHS by Tuesday, November 20 to the Purple 
Box or to Ms. Putman in the Activities Office at BCMS.  Students from St. Francis Xavier, 
Anoka M.S. for the Arts, and other open enrollees should mail their registration materials to:

Jill Starr
Buffalo High School
877 Bison Blvd
Buffalo, MN 55313

___ I want to participate in the 2013 season of “The HERD” and go on the Colorado trip.  I 
understand that the cost of the trip is currently set at $775 per student but that it will change 
depending on the number of participants.

Please print student name___________________________ Section___________________

Student signature_____________________________________ Current Grade_____

Parent signature_____________________________________

Address______________________________________________________________________

City__________________________, MN   Zip Code_________________

 

Parent Home Email address________________________________________

Parent Home phone number________________________________________

If parents are interested in being considered for chaperoning this trip they should complete the 
additional form at the back of this packet and return it with their child’s trip commitment form.







CHAPERONE APPLICATION
Buffalo High School Music Department
 “The HERD” Summer Trip (July 1-7)

Colorado 2013

Please return to the Music Department by Thursday, December 20.

APPLICANT (Parent) NAME ____________________________________________________________

STUDENT (Child) NAME ______________________________________________________________

PHONE NUMBER   Home_________________________   Work ________________________

Cell___________________________    email________________________

Please describe any volunteering you have done with the Music Department at BHS.

Please describe your experiences working with students (Boy/Girl Scouts, Sunday School, Teacher, etc.).

How would you describe yourself?

Have you had any special training that may be helpful on our trip (e.g., nurse, physician, CPR, counseling, 
etc.)?


